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THE KANSAS QUESTION. 



Four ypnrs ago there were two, and only two, great political piarties 
in the CI Mill! ry — the Democratic and Whig partit's. 

Ouiside ot" these there was an inconsiderable fiction, sectional in its 
dharn(trer, composed almost exclusively of northern men, fanatical and 
nltra in their notions, and so transcends tal in their views on the slavery 
quesiiftn, and at the same time so narrow-minded and bigoted, as to 
have receivp ^l from the other two great parties the appellation of one- 
ideaists. Their principles were odious to both the other political or- 
ganiz itions, insomuch that the Whigs would acknowledge with them no 
affinity of pui pose or aim, v*fhilst to ths Democrats their very touch was 
regarded as leprous and contaminating. In speaking of them, in a 
speech delivered at Lexington, Ky., in 1851, Henry Clay said: "If 
the Whig party is to be merged into a amumptifde Abolition party, and 
if abolitionism is to be engraifted on to the Wbig cr* ed, from that mo- 
meni I renounce the party and cease to be a Whig. I go a step fartner. 
If I am alive I will give my humble Support to ih.Jt man tor the Presi- 
dency wlio, to whatever party he may belon'", fs not contaminated hf 
fanaticism, rather than one who, crying out all the time he is a Whig, 
maint lies doctrines utterly subversive of the Constitution and the 
Unif)n." 

One of the modes by which the Black Republican Abolition pfttty 
hopes to procure the abolition of slavery everywhere, is, by incendikry 
■perches and publications, to array the North against the South, afi^ 
the South ag;iin8t the North, and thus to produce a dissolution of the 
U ii<M'. With many of its leailers this is an avoKred purpose. The' 
Fiouiii ihus weakened, they reason, will be unable to contend success- 
fiiHy agiiost their "Revolted slaves" and "British bayonets." A 
itiore diabolical intent or infamous purpose never entered the heatt 
of wicked men. Thus do they plot treason against the Constitution^ 
ind thus would they destroy the last hope of Liberty on earth. 

After the Presidential contest in 1862, the Whig party^ having hetti 
defeated in almost every State of the Union, disbanded. Clay and 
Webster, the great political leaders; around whom the Whig forceiii 
were wont to rally, were gone. There was lelt no common bond td 
hold the party longer togethef. In the speech above: cjuotf d, Clay felt 
that many of the northern Whigs had become indoctrinated with, 
him, the odious principles of abolitionism. What he feared soon cam^ to 
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pass, for most of the Whig leaders fell into the Abolition Know-Nothing 
ranks, taking with them many of the rank and file, so that in 1856 
we find the Abohtion party of the North swelled into an immense host, 
with John C. Fremont n(5minated as their candidate for President of the 
United States, on a platform which Geo. W. Julian, the head and front 
of abolitionism in Indiana, says " he can stand upon., and, without doing 
mtich violence to its langmge, preach the whole anti-slavery gospel.''^ Thus 
we see that these accessions to the Abolition party have neither changed 
nor modified its purposes. The whole Abohtion party have accepted 
without reserve, and without qualification, John C. Fremont as their 
candidate, so that the predominant idea now, as heretofore, in the pend- 
ing canvas^., is the question of slavery. 

They have already opened the canvass with such rallying cries and 
inscriptions on their banners as these : Slavery is sectional, and liberty 
natioiiah" Kansas shall be free — peaceably at the ballot-box if we cany 
/ md forcibly if we must, by the sword!" This latter sentiment was pla- 
carded at a meeting of Black Republicans recently held at Conners- . 
▼ille, Indiana, to endorse the nomination of Fremont, and responded to 
by Sam Parker and C. B. Smith, esqs., well known, not long since, as 
leaders of the great Whig party. The sentiment repudiates the princi- 
ples of the Kansas act — framed in conformity with the compromise of 
1850, which they once so unequivocally endorsed. They now say in 
effect, the people of the Territory may govern themselves through the 
ballot-box, if they govern as we wish; if not, the sword shall compel 
THEM. AboUtionism never took a bolder step than this, heretofore. 

If such threats had been made in 1852, or prior to that time, both 
the Whig and Democratic parties would have cried out, " Abolition- 
ism !" "Abolitionism !" But times have changed, and men are simple 
enough to suppose that they can adopt a principle, and, by denying th« 
name, the embodiment, of the principle, escape its odium and deceive 
the unwary into its support. 

Having premised thus much, we come now to the point in question, 
namely, the outrages alleged to have been perpetrated in Kansas, and 
"who is responsible for them, which, after all, now is the great question. 

That there have been wrong and misrule in Kansas, and, in som« 
instances, inhuman outrages, there can be no question ; but these have 
been, by political agitators, greatly exaggerated, and, in many in- 
stances, had no foundation in fact Now for a few instances : At one 
time the telegraph announced the city of Lawrence had been sacked 
and burnt, and its inhabitants nearly all murdered by the " border 
ruffians." Time, however, corrected this falsehood. The city was 
neither sacked nor burnt. A mob of Missourians had destroyed a 
printing press of the free-State men, and perhaps burnt a house used 
0^ them as a fort to shoot at tL<j border ruffians ; and, if I recollect 
rightly, one man was killed by the accidental falling of a brick from 
the house on. his head. But he was a border ruffian, and of course 
merited his fate ! 

Again, it was reported that some five or six free- State men had been 
wantonly and cruelly murdered by the border ruffians. This happened 

to be triK^ as to the murder, hut it again turned out that the boicl(;r rut- 
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fians were the men murdered, and the murders were committed by the 
free-State men. 

The majority and minority reports of the Congressional committee, 
sent out to Kansas recent!}'', state, so far as regards frauds upon th« 
ballot-box, that both the border ruffians and free-State men had been 
guilty— both had perpetrated frauds ; and I am not aware that they 
iiave decided the question to which faction is to be ascribed the numeri- 
cal honor of the greatest amount of fraud. 

Everyday almost brings some report of new outrages, and every day 
corrects the falsehoods of the telegraph. The object of giving publi- 
city to these falsehoods and exaggerations must be very apparent to 
e^ery man with a thimble-full of orains. It is to inflame the mind 
of the North, and to operate upon the coming elections. If the purpose 
were simply to vindicate the truth of history, or to correct a wrong, as 
honest and candid men they would give us the simple truth ; but this 
would spoil their capital. 

And now we come to the important point : Is the Democratic party 
responsible for these wrongs? It is charged by their opponents that 
it is. We aver this charge is false and slanderous, and we will prove 
it so. In what way are we responsible ? Not by the passage of the 
Kansas-Nebraska act, for it recognises the great fundamental principle 
of self-government enunciated in the Declaration of Independence, 
namely, the right of the people to govern themselves ; and confers this 
power on those of this Territory. If, therefore, they are capable of 
self-government, outrage and wrong could not spring, as a natural con- 
sequence, from its enactment. 

But, say our opponents, if you had not repealed the Missouri 
Compromise, there would have been no outrages in Kansas. By a 
parity of reasoning we might make God the author of sin. God 
created man, and man committed sin ; therefore, God is the author of 
shi! This is what the' disciples of Locke would term a reductio ad 
ahsurdum, or, in other words, not a legitimate conclusion from the pre- 
mises. But how do they know that wrongs and outrages would not 
have been committed in Kansas if the Missouri compromise had never 
been repealed? All the outrages there are in clear. and palpable 
riolation of the organic law; and if lawless men will violate one law, 
will they not violate another ? What care they for the Missouri com- 
promise more than the Kansas act? The latter says they shall not 
commit frauds and wrongs, nor interfere in the affairs of the Territory. 
The former can say the same thing no stronger. But let us look at this 
reasoning. " If you had not repealed the Missouri compromise there 
•would have been no outrages in Kansas ; therefore, the authors of the 
Kansas act are responsible." What does the Kansas-Nebraska bill do? 
It simply says that the people of those Territories shall govern them- 
selves. Does this right of self-government necessarily breed outrage 
and wrong? Is it productive of troubles and bloodshed? Do these 
things follow in its footsteps as a necessary consequence? If so, then 
stre our revolutionary fathers blamable,for they inaugurated the doctrine, 
fought for it, suffered for it, bled for it, and many of them died for it. 
But, ifthis doctrine of self-government is productive of all these mischieft, 
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bow comes it that IVebraska is qyiet? The same act organized both 
Territories; the same provisions were applied to both; they ;iie con- 
tiguous Territory, lying side by side. How comes it that iin wrongs, 
HO outrages, hnve been commilted in Nebraska, while Kansas has 
teemed with thi^m? If ihe repeal of the Missouri com[)r()niise has 
coijQmitted these mischiefs in Kansas, why has it not done .-o in Ne- 
braska? If it was a bad act, it would produce bad fruits e»-< riy?/A«r«. 
No, the repeal of the Missouri compromise has not bred these diliiculties 
m Kansas, but the impuci'^nt and outrageous interlerence of outsiders 
has caused them. The Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Socii jy is the 
author of these troubles. Up to the timt of its organization ihrre was 
quiet in Kansas; nobody pretended to say that there were ;iny out- 
rages there ; all was peace and quiet. But, in direct violation of the 
organic act, which said tl)at ihe people of Kansas should be left tree to 
manage their own affairs, the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society 
determined — by the power of money — ^to rule that Territory f()r them. 
They were the /irsi to interfere. The Missouri^ins thought that 
if Massachusetts h.id a right to interfere, they had also. And 
here we desire to quote the following prophetic language of Henry 
Clay, as a fair statement of the result of such inierierence: "The 
Abolitionists, let me suppose, succeed in their present aim of uniting 
the hihabitants of the free States as one man against the inhabitants of 
the slave States. Union on the one side will beget union on the other ; 
and this process of reciprocal consolidation will be attend' d wnh all the 
vioUnt prejudices, nnbiUi red passioiis, and implacable animosifics, tvki h ever 
degraded or d^joriwd human nature. One section wUl stond, in m<n< icing 
and hostile airay against the other. The collision of opin oii will be 
quickly follow d by the clash of arms.** How true as to the stale of 
aiiairs in Kansas! These outside influences would not h-t the people 
of Kansas manage their own affairs; and even yet, after so many 
wrongs have resulted tiom outside interference, and after it has become 
evident to every unprejudiced and unbiased mind that these ifiHuences 
have been the cau.-e of all the mischief and wrong there, yet intiamma- 
tory speeches are being made in Congress, and from the pulpit in the 
North, desecrating the Sabbath and the pulpit to the collection of 
Sharpe's riflt.^, for the purpose of arming men and sending thetn out 
to the Territory, to engage in what? Civil war, and the indiscrimi- 
nate butchery and assassination of American citizens who tlo not 
happen to think as they do. Thus do they now propose to dedicate 
Kansas to a bloody freedom. And what, let us ask in all sincerit y, what 
are all these diunonst rations intended to subserve? To protect the 
rights of the peo,)lc of the Territory? No! It is to subserve a [)ohti- 
cai end, to accomplish which Black Republican agitators would in- 
volve the whole country in a civil war, and drench the Territory of 
Kansas in blood. 

It is not our purpose to enter into a further detail of the aggressions 
upon the ri^'hts of tlie people of Kansjis by these Black R' publican 
abolition agitators of the Norih, through their pelf and piety tixjigrant 
aid societies, nor by the "border ruffians" from Missouri. By 
both there have been invasions of the soil, and infractions upon the 



rights of the seulcri bui for neither is the Dmocnstic jmrty rciponswie. 
They who wcmdm them were not instigated so to cb by the Dt tnacratic 
paarty ; neither did it app/obate or SBnction an^ of their acis. Not «p 
ilie Black El^t)bUoa«itfj. They coraraltted these aggr< ssiona from 
the North; they raiaedi money aiid put Sharpe'is liiita uiio tlie liaiMfe 
«f men; and after instilling into their minds their own traitorous senti- 
ments and ft IL purpos-es, '^erit them out to Kansas, not to proinct th« 
rightjs of the honast h'/na Jids settler, but to drive from tht nce tiiosft 
whose sentiments might not accord with their own. And lliese act* 
and this purjmse are justified and approbated by the Black Ifepubli^ans 
•penly and avovVedfy, covered, up^. only, under the flimsy pretext of a 
purpose to give " freedom to Kansas J" 

Wot so with the Demociiatic party. It condemns these agaressk^ne 
and the instigators- thereof ; and, unless the Black Republicans in Con- 
gress deleat the bill to redress the wrongs and give peace ti» Kansafi, 
which passed the Liecnocnatic Senate on the 3il «luy of Juiy, IbOU, the 
citizens of this unfiirtunate Territory shall have freedom of ^pe( ch and 
of the press, the ttbrogation of thfe odious test oallis pist^ed bv the 
Kansas legislature, and hh untrammelled ballot-box. But as we shail 
•how, presently, these Black Republicans who have been ruo^ining sn 
piteously and hypocritically over the wt^ongs they themselves have 
been inflicting upon Kansas, do not want this agitation to c »s %ibr 
that would destroy one half their whole stock in trade. Kan.'j.ji;; and 
Sumner, and Sumner and Kansfis, coaatitut ■ the last pititul r< nniaut 
4*f their whole pilitictd capitah When this. is gonj, come bankruptcy 
and utter ruin to their hopes. 

The men engaged in this foray upon ihe rights of ilie people 
of Knnsas, both from the North and iSouth, are enemies of the 
Democratic party, and seek its overthrow, l^hose Irom the . ^outh 
know its eftect will be to weaken the Oemocracy in the iN<M ih, whilst 
those in the North know full well that this is thtir only chance of stw- 
t^ess in the pending canvass. 

The language of the Democracy is, that the wroni^s of Kunnas must 
»nd shall be redr( ssed ; that neither Giddings nor Sumner, nor Wil- 
son nor Chase, nor their abolition emigrant aid cohoits, on the one 
hand, nor Stringfellow and his Missouri forces on the oilier, shall 
longer be permiried to trample under foot the righis guaraniied to the 
citieens of the Territory by the Kansas*Nebraska act. If tliey will 
Hoi let her have peace peaceably, why, then she shall have it ii^n ibly 
at the point of the sword ; not the sword of an irresponsible nnd infu- 
riated mob, but by the regularly constituted army of the United .Slates, 
backed by the strong arm of the law. 

Men of the North, a great crisis is upon the country. The (juestion 
submitted for your consideration is, whether the eonsiiiutinn ;in(i tin- laws 
shall hold the supremacy, or whether sectionalism and njoliociaev shall 
override both? Abolitionism emboldened by finditig in its ranks, ^oiue of 
the leaders of bi»th the Whig and Democratic parties, in.iny of the 
rank and file of the first, and a few of the latter, would urge you lo for- 
got your patriotism and love of country, and to join in a ci usade 
against your toulhera brethren and the people of Kansas, uad«f 
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alleged wrongs, many of which they are themBelves the perpetra- 
tors— and for what? We again ask, for what? To give freedom and 
peace to Kansas ? No ; for no olher object than that they may acquire 
political power. Why, it is but a few days ago that one of the New 
lork Tribune's (Greeley's paper) "Kansas-outrage" manufacturers, 
speaking of a northern Kansas company on the road, said in that paper: 
" I almost hope to hear that some of their lives have been sacrificed, 
for it seems ae if nothing but that would rouse the eastern States to 
«ct." 

What a villanous sentiment! "Almost hope to hear" that some of 
the lives of their own brethren — sympathizers and aiders with them, in 
the same cause — have been taken, so that they may arouse and inflabic 
the public mind, and thereby acquire political power ! They must, 
have place and power, even though it be through oceans of human, 
blood, and at the expense of the Union. A more execrable, fiendish 
" hope," has never before been expressed by the vilest »riminal of any 
land. 

Is any man simple enough to believe that these men really desire to 
give peace to Kansas ? If so, give ear and take heed whilst we sub- 
mit facts to undeceive you. 

On the 3d day of July, 1856, " An act to authorize the people of 
the Territory of Kansas to form a constitution and State government, 
preparatory to their admission into the Union, on an equal footing with 
the original States," was resumed, amended, passed the Senate, and 
ordered to be printed. As we shall show presently, this bill com- 
plied in every particular with the suggestions of the Black Republican 
committee, and if it shall be passed by the House, will give peace anc 
quiet to Kansas, and protect the citizens in their political and private 
rights. 

The majority of the committee sent out, some months since, by the 
Black Republican House of Representatives, to investigate the alleged 
wrongs in Kansas, in their recent report dem^and,, first, that Kansas 
shall be admitted into the Union as a State. • The bill provides for this ; 
in proof of which we quote sections 8 and 16 :,/ 

" Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That an election shall be held for 
members of a convention to form a constitiition for the State of Kansas, 
according to the apportionment to be made aforesaid, on the first Tues- 
day after the first Monday in November, efghteen hundred and fifty- 
six, to be held at such places and to 1^ ccmducted in such manner, 
both as to persons who shall superinteriti' sii'ch election and the returns 
tliereof, as the board of commissioners shall appoint and direct, except 
in cases by this act otherwise provided ; and at such election no person 
shall be permitted to vote unless his nitne shall appear on said cor- 
rected lists." i , 

" Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the delegates thus elected 
shall assemble in convention at the capitol of said Territory on the 
first Monday in December next; and when so ' assembled, shall first 
determine by a majority of the whole number of members elected 
whether it be or be not expedient at that time to form a constitution 
stfid Stale government ; and if deemed expedient, shall proceed to 
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torm a constitution and State government, which shall be republictm 
in its form, for admission into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States in all respects whatever, by the name of the State of 
Kansas." 

Second. They charge that frauds have been perpetrated on the bal- 
lot-box 5 that vast numbers of illegal votes have been cast; that men 
have been driven from the polls by violence ; that men voted who were 
not inhabitants of the Territory 5 and they demand that these wrongs 
be suppressed. 

The bill provides for all this, in proof of which we cite the substance 
of sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 20, which pro- 
vide for the appointment of commissioners, who shall proceed to " cause 
to be made a full and faithful enumeration of the legal voters resident 
in each county in said Territory on the 4th day of July, 1866, and to 
make an apportionment of the members for < a con vention among the 
different counties in said Territory." That they shall cause to be pub- 
lished, and distributed among the inhabitants of the several counties, 
copies of the censue and apportionment, to the end that any error in 
them may be corrected. That " no other than a white male citizen of 
the United States, who may be a bona fide inhabitMit of said Territory 
on the 4th day of July, 1856, and who shall have resided three months 
next before the election in the county in which he oSers to vote, and 
whose name shall appear on the corrected list of the census, shall be 
entitled to vote." That in order that there may be no interruption or 
interference with the citizens of the Territory, it is enacted that the 
election shall take place on the day of the presidential election— the 

>. .tiq^e of voting in every State of the Union. And still further, to prevent 
•all^frauds and violence, the 20th section pledges the whole military 
force of the United States " 10 secure the faithful execution of the pro- 
vii^ions of ihis act." 
'Third. They charge that the Legislature of Kansas have enacted 

' opipressive laws, abridging the freedom of speech and of the press ; 
suspending the writ of habeas corpus ; imposing excessive fines ; in- 
flicting cruel and unusual punishments ; requiring test-oaths to support 
legislative acts, in order to the right of suflfrage and service as a juror, 
and demand that these laws be abrogated. The bill concedes all this, 
in proof of which we quote section 18 : , 

" Sec. 18. And he it further enacted. That inasmuch as the Consti- 
tution of the United States and the organic act of said Territory has 
secured to the inhabitants thereof certain inalienable rights, of which 
they cannot be deprived by any legislative enactment, therefore no re- 
ligous test shall ever be required as a qualification to any ofiice or pub- 
lic trust ; no law shall be in force or enforced in said Territory respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press ; or of the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and petition for the redress of griev- 
ances ; the right of the people to be secure in theip persona, houses, 
jpapers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not 
be violated ; and no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, sup- 
ported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to 
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fee ^teafched, ftnd tiie'^rd«)» or' things to bftseissed ; nof? shall the rtghte 
df the pe«ple W fce^p aad bear 'airtns be infringed. No person shall be 
itehii to im^wer fw a ca^tal or otherwise inftjiinouB crime, unless on a 
presentrnetu or indictment of a grand jury ; nor shall any person be suh- 
jecifi* 8ame6flR»i€ie ltt be twice put in jesopardy of life or hrnb ; nor 
*h«U be <xMnpeUed in <Riy <triirifft»l caie to be a witness against hitii- 
'«€lti'<ior be deprived -oP life, liberty, or pfoperty i withoot diie; process of 
law } nor sh^ll piivtite property- be t^ken ibr 'p«Mi<J use without just 
componsHtion. In all criminal prosecution, the accused kbiall enjoy the 
ri^i to a speedy and public tfial by aa impHfttal jury of the district 
therein the crime shall have befea eotnmitted,' whieh district shall have 
been previously a*Gertaine<l tyy law, and to be informed ; of the natiire 
•ttd cibiuse of the accufsadon; to be confronted with the witnesses 
«guin8t him ; to have crwSapnlisopy process of obtaining witnesst's ^n his 
favor, and to have the adsistHnce of c<iuosel for his defence* The pri- 
vilege ot^hufefeas corpttsfeliall not be suspended unless, when in case of 
rel^dllion or invasion, the pttblic «afety may require it^v In stiit* at cona^ 
moil' law, where the valae io cOtiiroversy shall exceed twenty dollars, 
the rigtit of trial by jury shall be preserved, arid no fact tried by jury 
^naill be otherwise re-eKamined in any court of the United Slates than 
according to the rules of the common law. Excessive b dl shall not 
be required, n&r excessive fifte$' imposed, nor cruel and unusual pun- 
ii^inems inflic-ted. No law shall be made or have force or « (feet in 
SBfd 'I'erritory which shall > require a teal oath* or *oath to supjwrt any 
act of Congress or other tegislativc act as a quaiificaiion Ibr any civil 
office or public trust, or for any employment or profession, or to serve 
as fl jap^r or vote at aa electi^m, or which shall i«*pose any tax upon 
or condition to the exerciso of the right of suffirage by any qualified 
vo^er, or which shall restrain or prohibit the free discussion of any law 
or subject of legislation in the said Territory, or the free expression of 
opinion thereon by the people of said Territory." 

Driven, by the proviyions* of this billy from i heir vantage ground of 
-agitation ; unable, with ail their talent or ability, to find a flaw in its 
provisions, o. ti> impf>anh its justice or its feq<iity, yet determined to 
be SHlisfied with notljttjg that would rrfttore peace to an agitated 
country and quiet to that iH-futt«d Territory, the abolition con- 
federates in the Senate could rak« up only two objections, as 
they termed it, to the ^* tmrr^undiUvs if tht hiiiV not to the bill iifelf. 
First, as to these '■^ 9krmiwimgii** they alleged that the leaders of the 
free-State men of Kansas had been driven out of the Territory, and 
■were in exile. The majority nf the Committee on Territories in the 
SetKite, with an earnest and j<wt desire to obviate all objections, and 
remove all ground of complaint, even though captious, so that these 
fanatics should have left not an* inch of ground to stand upon, ihr< ugh 
Mr. Douglas, their chairman, reported an amendment to the bill, which 
provides thut they shall have three months in which to return. Here 
n the amendmedf? 

** All persons who i^ll possess the other qualifications for voters 
tinder thia act, and wk) fthall haV« beec bwM Jid& inhabitants of said 



11 



Territory at any time since its prganization, and who shall havfe al>- 
3ent<^<i iheni.<elveg therel'roin in oonsequ- nceof the disturbanres ihereio, 
and who shall return before the first dny 0*' October next and become 
bona fide iniiabitants of the Territory v^ith the intent of makini; i\ iheir 
perniHuent home, and shrdl present satisfaGtory evidence of thi-se facU 
to the ooard of co iimissioiiers, shall be entitled ro vole at said eleclioo, 
and t(j have their i?ames pkced on said corre ted list of voters for that 
purpose; and to avoid all conflict in ,the cojriplete execution of thip 
aici, all other ele, lions in said Territory are hereby postponed until 
sucii nme fts said convention shall appoint." 

Wlii h Mmendment was adopted, and now forms a pari ol the bill, 
and in;»y lie tbund in the 11th section thereof. 

Second, as to the surroundings," they alleged that fair and juat 
men would not be appoin ed lo take the cfenpus. 

Iminediaiely upon this enunciation, the veueraf>]e sage of Miehii^a* 
(Lkwis (/Ass) ro>e in his place in the Senate, and pledged hiniiself that 
the Hppoinlim nis shoidd be fair, just, and houoriible. 

Yet, HI the lace of all these concessions and assurances, and ihf se en- 
deavors lo dof'qual and exact justice to i he citizen of Kansas, and every 
section ot"il>e Unon, and to remove every ob^^'^'..'' m.even though captious, 
to this great measure of pacitication and peaee, the Black Republican 
abolition cor' tlerates of the Senate not only vopd, to a man, againtt 
the bdl — nut' onJy voted against the repeal of the obnoxiftus laus o} ike 
Kansas Ifgishuure, which I hey had hitherto . dinulHd d — not milif V'*ted 
<igatmi thi: restoration of the frec.dim of speech and if the press, which they 
alleged hud been ubridued by this legislature — not ardy voted against the 
abrogation of the test oaths— ^but, driven to the wall, all their pretexts one 
bv one taken from them, their last resort v/as, to make the audacious 
charge that this bUl was intended to make Kansas a slave iState! Thus 
admiiiiug iliai a majority of the bona ^c/e settlers of Kansas are in. favor 
of shivery ; tijr this bill says that a majority shall decide this question. 
Thus, loo, did they belie their recent assertions, that a majority of the 
people ot the Territory were in favor of freedom. And thus did they 
also ad nil that the Topeka constitution, under which they demand 
the admission of Kansas, does not speak the voice of the people of 
Kansas — allegations which they have made all along this session. 
It is thus that in order to rake and scirape up objections to the '^sur- 
round jig " of the bill, these men, as occasion requires, <:an eat up 
their ovvii words, falsily their former declarations, and stuhiiy them- 
selves. But a few short weeks ago they swore and affirmed that a 
majority of the people of Kansas were m favor of freedom there— -a 
declarauon which we then believed, and now believe, to be true; 
and w.; believe, further, that Kansas will come into this Union as a tree 
State. But these agitators, for the purpose of manufacturing political 
capital, are now ready to swear that their own declarations, made only 
a few short weeks ago, were untrue and false. . What confidence, we 
ask, ought to be placed in the declarations of such men? 

We suianit now, in all candor, to every just and fair-minded man in 
Indiana, whether the Democratic party is, in any sense, chargeable 
with ihe untbrtunale slate of afiairs in Kansas — whether they have not 
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sought, by every means in their power, to suppress all violence there, 
and to protect the people in all their rights and privileges— whether, 
by the provisions of this bill, they have not shown themselves to be 
the friends peace and quiet— the true friends of Kansas. We sub- 
mit the case 1o your decision upon this calm and impartial review ot' 
the facts. 

Violence may still reign in Kansas. Why? The Abolition Black Re- 
publican ce ifederates have so determined^ The Democratic party 
washes its hands of all participation in it. Murder and wrong may 
still rule the Tei ritory. Why ? The Black Republican Abolition confed- 
erates need this excitement for political en(1s. The Democratic party 
washes its hands of all participation in them. We have sought, by 
the provisions ot a just and equitable bill, to put a stop to scenes for 
which the men who now refuse a just measure of redress are respon- 
sible ; but they have resolved that there shall be no peace, and before 
the country, before God and man, we arraign them as the guiliy authors 
of the bloodshed and violence which have stained th3 soil of Kansas. 

In conclusion, in order to establish beyond controversy the danger- 
ous purposes of these Black Republican leaders, we desire to call the 
attention of every man to the recent Kansas convention, held at Buf- 
falo, New York, over which Governor Reeder presided. He and 
Gerrit Smith were the principal actors, the latter giving $1,500 per 
month to send men and arms into Kansas. We desire to quote from 
these men ; and we will first introduce Mr. Smith : 

'* Mr, Smith continued to speak of the aggressions of the South, and 
said he only hoped to hear of a collision at Topeka ; that he only de- 
sired to hear of a collision with the federal troops, and that northern 
men had fallen ; and then he would hear of northern States arraying 
iherfjselves against the federal government. And would that be the 
end? No; Missouri would be the next battle-field, and then slavery 
would be driven to the wall. Her strength is only apparent ; it con- 
sists half in northern cowards and doughfaces. It has been brave and 
rampant only because the North has fled before it. It will run when 
the North faces it. He believed the time had come to use physical 
force." 

This shows that these men intend to array themselves against th« 
federal government. Now for Governor Reeder: 

" Governor Reeder read to the convention the report from Kansas ot 
the dispersion of the Territorial legislature by Colonel Sumner, and 
remarked, at the close, that he was sorry that the legislature had not 
waited till driven out at the point of the bayonet. [Cheers.] 

" Mr. L. R. Noble asked how many troops there were belonging t« 
the United States in Kansas ? 

*' Governor Reeder said about 600. 

" Mr. Noble. And how many in the entire army of the United States? 

Governor Reeder. I believe 15,000. 
" Mr. Noble. I learn from a friend near me that they can't sead 
more than 10,000 men into Kansas ; and so I say let us go on. 
"Gerrit Smith desired to see the contributions continued. 
" A delegate said he would give one hundred men who did not fear 
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the devil, and who, like Cromwell, would praise God and keep their 
powder dry. 

" Gerrit Smith thought funds were wanted first, and hoped to see 
the subscriptions go on. He urged in several speeches that the time 
had come when it was necessary to use physical force. 

" To this Governor Reeder repliea that he was not in favor of wait- 
ing because they had not received wrongs enough, but thought it right 
to wait until they could strike an effective blow. If it remained with 
him to use the power of the government, he would not have waited 
thus long, but the oppressors before this would have been converted 
into heaps of dead men on the fields of Missouri. But he was willing 
to wait until to-morrow, or two to-morrows. When on the trail of the 
enemy, against whom he had a deadly hate, he would follow him with 
cat-like tread, and would not strike until he could strike him surely 
dead. He was, therefore, willing to wait until they had the power he 
yvould thus have used. He did not wish to give the South notice of 
iot©ptWI|^u^|f- *S3^«"ching armed men into the Territory. The 
^iy!^^|g;OfH9ii<O0<|^|^ or to cultivate the soil, and strike when 

1^ r%||||^!Slj^^3i^^ , W the right time came to strike, he wanted 
t]^ t^3f-st notice of the blow in the blow itself." 

against the government of the United 
States- as is iM8rB:*tfc^«d receive the sanction of the law-abiding and 
order-loving people of this republic? Will not such proceedings open 
the eyes of thousands to the character of Kansas agitation? Can good 
citizens, Iriends of order, lovers of their country, reverers of the works 
of the fathers of the republic, countenance this purpose of open rebel- 
lion to the government of the country ? 



Letter of Hon, J. D. Bright to the Democratic Mass Meeting at Indian- 
apolis, July 17, 1856. 

Washington, Jidy 12, 1856. 

Dear Sir : I have seen senators Cass, Douglas, and Brown, and 
representative Cobb, of Georgia, and, agreeably to your request, have 
invited them, in behalf of the State Central Committee, to attend the 
mass meeting of our friends at Indianapolis, on the 17th instant. Mr. 
Cobb has assured me that he would be present, but the other gentle- 
men feel that they cannot, consistently with their pressing duties here, 
be absent for the length of time such a visit would necessarily require, 
and they beg to be excused. 

For myself, nothing would aflbrd me more pleasure than to unite on 
the occasion with the democracy of our Stale in ratifying the nomina- 
tions of that experienced and profound statesman, James Buchanan, 
for President, and the equally worthy and gifted young son of Ken- 
tucky, John C. Breckinridge, for Vice-President ; but my official en- 
gagements here are of such a character as to forbid my leaving at this 
time. 

I avail myself, however, of the opportunity to say to you, and to the 
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anass-ga'hering of our frieniclg, andto consiituietits generally, thfit m 
soon as my duties here will permit, 1 shall ha>ten home, with the in-r 
lei)ii»>n of vi^iiifig as itinny coiiriiics ad lime will allow, an<i tioldlng 
converse with the people, face to face, on the absorbing questions of 
the day. It'there ever Waa a time When the constituent and h,s repre- 
sent^itive sliould be brought clhse topiether to commune with each other 
freely, ir is the present. The system itic effort that is b-^iu^ marfe tf> 
array one section of our corn moh country agninst an(nher, upon a purely 
hcol question, and to inflame the worst passiohs ot men, by misrepre-- 
sentation nnd ialsehood, is v/ell calculated ta al nil those who love th*; 
Union and desire its perpetuity. Agaiiist the dangers of seciionniftm 
y^e were early warned by the Father of his Country ; yet the tendrncy 
of the public mihd i'ot the past few years, led on by men someiiines 
designing and alwa\s fanatical, has been towards thai resuh, until now 
we see, fi)r the first time in the history of our country, a tonuidabie 
tecfiovot party, presenting sectimal candidates f()r the highest ottioes in 
the nation's gitt, antl basing their claiins to election upon purely s'x/'ff^ia/ 
grounds. If is appalling to contemplate the consequf-nces winch must 
result f pm the success of sr> h a party ; for it can end in notiiing less 
than ihe dismembermeiit i-i'^at glorious Union — the woi ko* oui revo- 
Jutionary patriots — the bequest of our reyoluiionary siies-' ^ > wnich we 
kie indebted for our securiiy at home arid our considerations 'id dignity 
abroad. The Union had its origin irt the wants -fm\ necessities < f the 
tchule people and of the several States, and every year ot its existence 
has affi)roed fresh proors of its utility and its blessings. Under its be- 
niyn influences, agriculture, commerce, every industrial j)ur?uii, havts 
flourished in an unparalleled degree, and we have grown, in the short 
period of ihree-quarters of a century, from an incon.xitlerable po\A-'er to 
be one of the mightiest nations of the woild. We might well pause to 
eonsid* r wh( the r it would be wise to throw all these arlvantagt s away 
for the very i lusory, unsubstantial gains which Sfictimalim 'Aould fur- 
m>h. For myself, *'l have not,*' in the language of the inimortal 
Webster, " cooUy weighed ihe chances of preserving liberiy when the 
bonds that unite us together shall be broken asunder. I have not ac- 
customed myself to hang over the precipice of disunion, id see whether, 
with niy short sight, 1 can fathom the depth of the abyss below ; nor 
could I tegjrd him as a safe counsellor in the affairs of Ifiis g >v. rtnnent 
whose ihjjughts should be mainly bertt on considering, not how the 
Union should be best prf served, but how tolerable might be the con- 
dition of ihe people when it shall be broken up and destroyed. While 
the Union lasts, we have high, exciting, gratifying prospects spread 
out befitre us, for us and our children. Beyond that I seek not to pen- 
6lr<ite the veil. God grant that, in my day al least, that curiam may 
not rise. Gtnl grant that on my vision never may be opened what lies 
behind. When my eyeg shall be turned to behold, for the last tirne, the sun 
in Heaven, may I hf)t see him shining on the brokeh and dishonored 
fragments of a once glorious Union; on States dissefvered, discordant, 
belligerent; on a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in 
fraternal blood ! Let their last feeble and lingering glance rather be- 
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hold the gorj![«ou8 pnsipn of tha repujljlia» nftw know* md honored 
<^r(»ug!h(iut the eartbi still full high. «dvar)C!eti», i(tSi »rmft 9i\d tf(/phiei9 
atreamiflg in; ihcic 9rigin«kli ly^tre, not a strips eiia^<!(J<)r poljuied, \m 9. 
single star obscured, bewripg for its moltoinG; ft^qh Pii^ierable in^einrogQr 
lory as ' fi'fi/if. ts aU ttm v;atlh9\ ISor thos^ ot(her words of delui-ion 
and folly. Liberty Jkst, and Union a/terva'ds; but everywhere, .-spread 
all over in characters of liyiiig lighi^ Wazing, op all itS'a^ple folds* as 
they Hoat over the sea and over the land, and iti every wind undeir 
the whole Heavens, that other sentiment, dear to every true American 
heart, Ijibeny and Union, now and forever, one and insepHrabie." 

A firm believer in man's capacity for self-governrnetit, I will not 
allow myself 10 suppose that the people of Indiana, hitherto devoted 
to the Union, will become so blind and hd away by pas-ion and preju- 
dice, HS lo he willing to hazard the stiibility of a gjjvernmeut ihit has 
afforded tliem so much of security and prosperity, ti)r the sake ot re- 
moving a supposed evil that exists without their borders, and with 
which, poliiically, they have no concernment. 1 will rather believe 
that they will adopt and adhere to those true principles, on which 
alone can this community of States be lasting — that the people of each 
State and Territory shall be left fee to regulate their own domestic 
concerns in their own way, subject only to the constitution ot the Uni- 
ted States. In this way, each community attending to its own affairs, 
^nd ieavii g others to do the same, we may look t()rward with confi- 
dence to long years of continued growth in everything that makes a 
nation [)rosperou8, happy, and great. But if, instead of this, each cotnr 
munity shall undertake to decide, not only what is fi)r their own good, 
but what is lor their neighbor's also, then indeed shall " we *iave fal en 
upon evil times," and the days of the Union may be said II. je already 
numbered. 

I have not the time now to elaborate these views, but if I shall have 
the fdeasure of meeting my fellow-citizens through the summer I will 
attempt it then. 

Mr. Buchanan is eminently a national man, of great ability and en- 
larged experience; and his past record furnisher a sufficient guarantee 
that the government in his hands will be ably and faithfully adminis- 
tered — not upon sectional, but up»n national ground. If elected, he 
will be the President of the whole people, not of a part merely. Col. Fre- 
mont has no politii al antecedents ; and we ail know that he is the 
chosen candidate of a miserable, sectional, higher-law party, that sets 
at defiance all constitutional obligations when they conflict with their 
perveittd notions of political morality. 

I fisel gieat solicitude that, in this contest, the voice of Indiana 
should be -heard above the battle's wregk, proclaiming her devotion to 
the Union and the constitution. Nor am 1 willing to beheve that she 
will maintain any other position. I do not doubt that Indiana — the 
Democratic young giant of the Northwest — will put forth her woi.ted 
strtngih lo preserve the integrity of our common government. Only 
let her national, constitution and Union- loving people understand the 
true issue — the living issue involved in this eltction, and from every 



city, towii, and hamlet, throughout the length and breadth of the Slate, 
they will rise in their majesty to protect the free institutions our fathers 
made, and to bury, in nierited oblivion^ the fanaticism aad treason thai 
would rob us of such a priceless inheritance. 
^ Very truly and respeptfully, yours, 

! • J. D. BRIGHT. 

To GoBixH^ Tannee, Esq., Secretary ^ 4*^. 



